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the alliance with France, already a little frayed. The pact was
signed in Rome by the four Powers on July 15, but the attitude
of Poland remained unaltered.
"AGGRESSOR" DEFINED
While the Economic Conference was in session in London
negotiations were proceeding for the conclusion of a pact between
the Soviet, on the one side, and on the other Poland, Rumania,
Turkey, Estonia, Latvia, Persia and Afghanistan providing
an exact definition of an "aggressor" State. Count Raszynski,
who had come over from Geneva to represent Poland in these
pourparlers, was particularly active in facilitating the contacts
of Litvinoff and Titulescu, and much of the success attained was
due to him. On July 3 a convention defining aggression was
signed by the eight States, seven of which were neighbours
of the Soviet. In substance it was identical with the definition
of aggression adopted by the Security Committee of the Disarma-
ment Conference, and published in the Politis Report, May 24,
1933. The aggressor State was defined to be the first to declare
war on another State; invade the territory of another State,
even without declaration of war; attack by its land, sea or air
forces, even without declaration of war on the territory, vessels
or flying machines of another State; support forays by armed
bands on another State; or enforce a naval blockade of the coasts
or ports of another State. In Warsaw Beck issued a statement
expressing his conviction that the pact was a great constructive
political act, and a further step towards establishing peaceful
relations in Eastern Europe and the Near East; it was pointed
out that the convention was open to Finland and the other neigh-
bours of the Soviet who had not signed it; at the moment Finland
was absorbed in a general election, but she adhered to the pact
on July 12. On September 15 this pact was ratified simultaneously
by Moscow and Warsaw, a mark of the good relations existing
between the two Governments. It was evident, too, that Polish-
Rumanian relations were better again; Jedrzejewicz, on a holiday
in Rumania, said, on July 8 in Bucarest, that the pact was of decisive
importance for all the south-eastern States of Europe. The general